[What's new in oncodermatology?].
Several epidemiologic studies using the Surveillance, Epidemiology and End results program, have shown that the incidence of melanoma and of cutaneous lymphomas has clearly increased in the United States. Two independent groups have reported genome-wide association studies identifying variants associated to an increased risk of melanoma. Tumor stem cells were found to have an increased frequency when compared to previously reported studies, and also a greater plasticity. The Merkel cell polyoma virus seems rather ubiquitous, since it has been evidenced, without clonal integration, in several other types of cutaneous tumors, and even in healthy skin, with an increased frequency in photo-exposed skin and in immunodepressed patients. A recent study demonstrates for the first time a link between the exposure to pesticides and the occurrence of lymphomas. Another study has evidenced the association between topical treatments with steroids and the occurrence of lymphomas, especially cutaneous lymphomas. The risk is increased with the length of treatment and the potency of steroids. Adjuvant treatment of high-risk melanomas with alpha interferon does not achieve better results with the adjunction of a 4 weeks high-dose induction period, and development of autoantibodies is not significantly associated to an increased relapse free survival after correction of the time related biais. In contrast, the effect of interferon on relapse free survival, distant metastasis free survival and overall survival seems better in the subgroup of melanoma with primary ulceration. The development of new specific inhibitors of c-kit or BRAF is a great hope for the targeted treatment of peculiar groups of advanced melanomas. The main objectives of the new 2009-2013 Cancer Plan is to optimize the structuration of health organization in the field of oncology.